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On track 
to perform 
better

S
outh Africans should 
demand greater account-
ability from teachers and 
their unions to arrest the 
chronic underperform-

ance in many schools.
In a frank interview about her 

four years in office Education 
Minister Naledi Pandor told the 
Teacher that her biggest worry was 
the “underperformance of schools 
and the fact that we have not yet 
succeeded in entrenching quality 
throughout the system”.

But, said Pandor, the education 
system did not need “something spec-
tacular” to address these problems, 
but simply required everyone in the 
system to do what they are supposed 
to do.

“This means [as a teacher] you go 
to school, you stay at school the whole 
day, you are prepared and there are 
certain routine things that happen in 
schools: you do the class register, you 
have assembly, you go to class, there is a 
proper timetable, there is testing, there 
are textbooks, you use the textbooks.

“I really tried to create a system that 
would work normally. The working 
part is going to take longer, but the 
building blocks are there — that I feel 
I have achieved,” she said.

Pandor said part of the problem is 

that the department relies on teach-
ers’ unions as the contact point with 
teachers. Unions, she said, are not 
neccessarily professional and are not 
playing their part in transforming 
education.

“I think we need courage in the 
country to confront teachers’ unions 
— the courage to say if you are a pro-
gressive union you will do the right 
thing. I think we in the ANC need to 
have the courage to speak out [against 
unions] when things are not right. 
Sometimes you are bedevilled by 
wanting political support so you don’t 
always say what you should,” she said.

Pandor’s consistent focus in the past 
four years has been to improve the 
quality of education by redirecting 
attention to basics skills.

“All of us have to be far more attentive 
to core skills that are associated with 
education — to read, write, use multiple 
text, think, how to use knowledge.”

However, she said she believed she 

has created a basis upon which the 
next minister will be able to progress.

“They don’t have to start again. I 
hope they don’t have to talk again 
about the importance of reading and 
writing, numeracy — they can just 
make it happen.”

Even in terms of the outcomes-
based education curriculum Pandor 
has taken a pragmatic approach, say-
ing that it became an ideology instead 
of an approach.

In her quest to understand why peo-
ple don’t like it she told her officials 
“it must be something you do in the 
workshops”. So she asked them to do 
a workshop for her.

“I could not understand what they 
were talking about. They were talking 
about the process you have to utilise, 
the process of learning and you begin 
with first principles and you inte-
grate...,” Pandor said.

Believing that teachers have to be 
shown rather than told what to do, 
Pandor said the department is now 
looking at better ways to train people.

Although Pandor said her “big-
gest celebration” is that South Africa 
finally has one national curriculum, 
the problems around the late release 
of last year’s results of the national 
senior certificate still infuriated her.

She said this could be blamed on the 
new computer system, but also poor 
administration, some officials who did 
not do their jobs and certain school 
principals, who did not do what they 
were supposed to do in the school-
based assessment for the exam.

“In Mpumalanga the computer cen-
tre where the results are captured is 
in Nelspruit. The scripts are in Mid-
delburg. So everytime you don’t have 
marks for somebody officials have to 
drive to Middelburg. It was unbelie-
veable. All you have to do is to create 
a storage space in Nelspruit until you 
have finalised the results. It takes the 
minister three weeks to discover that. 
I have never been so upset — even 
now my heart pounds if I talk about 
it,” she said.

Pandor said her achievements 

“All of us have to be 
far more attentive 
to core skills that 
are associated with 
education”

Cornia Pretorius and Primarashni Gower 
speak to Naledi Pandor to find out how she 
feels about her past four years in office

Naledi Pandor: ‘I really tried to create a system that would work normally’. Photo: David Harrison

co.za

included the Foundations for Learn-
ing campaign to promote reading, 
writing and maths in primary school; 
the Drop All and Read campaign to 
get books in schools; the multibil-
lion-rand Kha Ri Gude adult literacy 
campaign; the reintroducation of bur-
saries for teachers through the Funza 
Lushaka scheme; the work to estab-
lish an inspectorate; and the R1.9-bil-
lion recapitalisation of further educa-
tion and training technical colleges.

At the time of the interview Pan-
dor’s future was uncertain. Although 
she was number 10 on the ANC’s 
national election list and could 
remain a Cabinet minister after 
the election, “as a discplined mem-
ber who doesn’t think its proper to 
promote myself”, she refused to be 
drawn on whether she wanted to 
return to the education portfolio.

“I gave it my best shot [as the min-
ister of education], but I underesti-
mated the way we still had to go. I 
now recognise it is a much longer haul 
than many of us thought.”
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Get fit as a fiddle
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E
a c h  y e a r  a b o u t  
1.9-million people die 
as a direct result of 
physical inactivity. The 
World Health Organi-

sation estimates that if an adult 
does just 30 minutes of moderate 
activity five days a week, he or she 
can reduce the risk of contracting 
non-communicable diseases, such 
as colon cancer, Type 2 diabetes 
and cardiovascular disease.

Moderate exercise can have a 
positive effect on osteoporosis, 
hypertension, body weight and 
mental health, includinng anxiety. 
May 10 is World Move for Health 
Day, aimed at raising awareness 
of the importance and benefits of 
exercise for both body and mind.

“There is really no need to join 
a gym or invest in expensive exer-
cise equipment,” says Thomas 
Sticht, a personal trainer from 
Johannesburg. “A lack of time is 
no excuse. Thirty minutes of exer-
cise can be split up throughout the 
day and does not have to be done 
all at once.”

Here’s how you can maintain  
a  healthy l i festy le  through 
simple exercises.

Walking
Walking is the simplest, cheapest 

and easiest form of cardiovascular 
exercise and is ideal for anyone 
who is starting to exercise.

Jogging
Jogging is harder and puts more 
stress on the body, but it tones 
your muscles, relieves stress and 
improves your lung capacity.

Cycling
Bike riding exercises the body and 
builds a stronger cardiovascu-
lar system. You can enjoy nature, 
fresh air and explore your sur-
roundings. It is an activity the 
whole family can share.

If you incorporate some form of 
physical activity into your daily 
routine, it soon becomes habit.

Walk up stairs instead of taking 
the lift. Carry heavy goods — such 
as books and groceries — to com-
plement your exercise.

“And, if you’re serious about 
maintaining a healthy fitness 
level, take up a sport you enjoy 
or join a gym or running club,”  
says Sticht.

What will exercise do for your 
health?

• Lower your risk of coronary 
heart disease and stroke: as little 
as 15km to 18km of walking each 
week can decrease your risk of 
heart disease by half.

• Decrease your risk of high 
blood pressure: as you get older, 
you are at greater risk of a raised 
blood pressure. Regular physical 
activity can help to prevent this. 

• Improve your blood lipid pro-
file. Exercise helps to increase the 
HDL (good cholesterol, which pro-
tects your heart) by up to 20% and 
it decreases the LDL (bad choles-
terol, which clogs up your arteries) 
and triglycerides (fats in the blood 
that are a health risk, if elevated).

• Lower your risk of breast and 
colon cancer. Research shows that 
more than half of cancers can be 
prevented if we make healthy life-
style choices, which include not 
smoking, healthy dietary habits 
and regular physical inactivity. 

• Decrease your risk of Type 
2 diabetes (adult-onset): excess 
abdominal fat and inactivity can 

Just 30 minutes of 
excercise a day will 
keep the doctor at 
bay, writes Ryan 
Hoffmann 

Health

“SAQA is an organisation that benchmarks educational 
quality. I feel secure knowing I invested wisely in my 
education”

Martin Khumalo
Master of Business Administration (MBA)

Your passport to quality 
education and success 

Education and training is your passport to follow your 
dreams wherever they lead you.  However, only a quality 
education will equip you with the skills to be successful in 
the workplace and to, literally, cross borders in pursuit of 
your goals.

That’s why you have to insist on a NQF-registered 
qualification.  The South African Qualifications Authority 
(SAQA) oversees the development of the National 
Qualifications Framework (NQF) – a set of principles and 
guidelines that assists in the creation of a qualifications 
system for South Africa.

In turn, the NQF ensures that you have access to 
reputable education and training establishments that 
provide you with qualifications that are recognised locally 
and internationally.

Empower your future with a NQF-registered qualification 
and make the world your playground.
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www.saqa.org.za
Helpdesk 086 010 3188

Sales
For all sales and distribution, contact Helen Holyoake at Helco Promotions.

helco@mweb.co.za     011 462 2302
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Deals with issues surrounding 
HIV&AIDS that people are 

afraid to talk about.
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promote adult-onset dia-
betes, which plagues four 
million South Africans. 
Weight loss and regular 
exercise increase insulin 
sensitivity, decreasing 
your risk for diabetes.

• Improve your bone 
density and decrease 
the risk of osteoporosis: 
one in two women and 
one in eight men aged 
50 and over will have an  
osteoporosis-related 
fracture in their lifetime.

• Improve long-term 
weight control: 56% of 
South African women 
and 29% of men are 
overweight. Exercise 
raises your metabolic 
rate, the rate at which 
food energy is burned, 
so less fat is stored. Extra 
muscle mass from regu-
lar exercise increases 
your metabolic rate at 
rest and during exercise 
(muscle tissue burns up 
more energy than fat).

• Improve your men-
tal alertness. 

• Improve your psy-
chological wellbeing: 
exercise improves your 
sense of wellbeing, vig-
our and vitality and 
decreases stress.

• Cut your medical 
costs. — Sports Science 
Institute of South Africa

Excercise is good for the body and mind. Photo: Getty Images



A fresh message

‘F
ight HIV like our 
grandfathers fought 
apartheid” — these 
were the wise words 
of a grade 11 learner. 

“Fighting HIV is like climbing Kili-
manjaro,” another said.

Having run HIV workshops at 
 secondary schools on the West Rand, 
the East Rand, Johannesburg and 
Soweto, and more recently Tembisa, 
for more than seven years now, I am 
still surprised by the quality of the 
responses I get from young people.

Each workshop takes just two hours 
and the last one involved a group of 
24 grade 11 learners. One aim is to 
encourage each group to take a lead 
in the education of other learners. 
Grade 11 learners are ideal candidates 
for the workshops because they still 
have more than a year ahead of them 
in school and, if they are empowered 
through such workshops, they can 
influence those in their peer group 
and younger learners.

Information for the workshops 
comes from recent publications, the 
internet and newspapers, which pro-
vide new ideas and help to clear up 
misconceptions about HIV and Aids.

A recent newspaper article about 
the death of a grade 11 learner, who 
gave birth to a baby girl she called 
Comfort, drew me to Tembisa High, 
the school the girl had attended on 
the East Rand of Gauteng. 

To some extent this sad event 
informed the content of the work-
shop. I wanted the learners to 
see themselves in a new light, for 
example as potential parents. I also 
wanted them to link sexual activity 
with parenthood. 

During the workshop I asked the 
learners to sit in a circle. Each was 
asked to tell the group how many 
children he or she wanted and what 
names he or she would give the 
children. The average number was 
two or three and most wanted a boy 
and a girl. One girl wanted six chil-
dren, three or four of whom would 
be adopted, she said. A boy said he 
wanted 10 children — all boys. But he 
seemed to be the joker in the pack.

Many of the names were care-
fully selected for their meanings, 
for example “Happiness” or “Gift”. 
The learners were surprised to hear 
about the name an American cou-
ple gave their baby son just before 
his birth — Amcher. The name was 
based on the first letters of a sign the 
couple saw when they arrived at the 
hospital — Albany Medical Center 
Hospital Emergency Room.

It became clear that parenthood 
had a treasured place in the hearts 
of girls and boys alike.

Next the group was shown 14 
photographs of babies and young 
children. The pictures were passed 
around the circle and each was 
examined carefully. The battered 
and distressed face of one little tot 
who was injured when police dis-
persed a mob at a squatter camp 
made a big impact on the learners.

Then pictures of “sexy women” 

and “drop-dead gorgeous men” were 
passed around. Writer Desmond 
Morris undertook an experiment 
proving that the pupils of the eyes 
dilate when a man sees a picture of a 
naked woman and the same reaction 
takes place when a woman sees a pic-
ture of a naked man. That, of course, 
was not my aim. I wanted to see 
whether males and females differed 
when they saw a picture of a baby. 
They didn’t. In fact, they reacted in 
the same way. Surely this proves that 
men are predisposed to be caring, 
involved fathers? But, why, then, do 
we have so many  missing fathers? 
Countless families in South Africa 
are single-parent families headed by 
a mother or a grandmother and there 
are even child-headed families.

Steven Levitt points out in his 
book, Freakonomics: “Childhood 
poverty and a single-parent house-
hold are among the strongest pre-
dictors of a criminal future. Grow-
ing up in a single-parent home 
roughly doubles a child’s propensity 
to commit crime. So does a teenage 
mother. Another study has shown 
that low maternal education is the 
single most powerful factor leading 
to criminality.”

The importance of providing 
learners with a sound education 
cannot be overestimated.

Tembisa learners were asked to 
give their views and feelings about 

HIV and Aids. Each one was given a 
turn to speak. One of them said that 
fighting HIV is like climbing Kili-
manjaro. Another said we need to 
fight HIV in the same way our grand-
fathers fought apartheid. Many of 
them said that HIV scared them and 
they wished there was a cure. 

How can we get through to learners 
who are sick and tired of being told 
the same old thing? We need to put 
across new, cutting-edge information 
that will make them sit up and take 
notice. Learners need to understand 
that once you reach a certain level of 
sexual arousal there is no going back 
whether you have a condom or not. It 
is also vital for teenagers to learn the 
consequences of sex can be tragic. 

But the biggest challenge is to 
ensure that teenagers themselves 
are at the forefront of a campaign 
against HIV and Aids — they must 
be allowed to take a lead and speak 
for themselves. 

However, if a grade 11 learner can 
say that “we must fight HIV like our 
grandfathers fought apartheid”, we 
are on the right track. It’s a cam-
paign message that will inspire an 
army of teenagers. We have to allow 
young people to join us in the fight 
against HIV.

Contact Joan Dommisse on 
011 616 8404 or jdommisse@iburst.
co.za

Our biggest challenge is to ensure that teenagers themselves are at the 
forefront of a campaign against HIV and Aids, writes Joan Dommisse
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Start with 
confidence

ACE Learning Programmes: 
Literacy, Numeracy and Life Skills

ACE offers comprehensive, thorough 
learning programmes in Literacy, 
Numeracy and Life Skills for Grades 1 to 3. 
These learning programmes can be used 
independently or together. 
 ACE Literacy adopts a whole language 

approach, and comprises a workbook, 
readers, a teacher’s guide and a set of 
posters for each grade.

 ACE Life Skills is linked to the ACE 
Literacy programme by a set of readers 
which provide the stories and settings 
for activities for both these learning 
areas. The programme includes a 
workbook and teacher’s guide for each 
grade.

 ACE Numeracy comprises a workbook, 
teacher’s guide and a set of full-colour 
wall charts for each grade.

 The ACE teacher’s guides contain daily 
lesson plans, reliable assessment 
strategies and extensive support for 
teachers.

 A selection of ACE Literacy, Numeracy 
and Life Skills titles are also available in 
Afrikaans, isiZulu, Setswana, Sepedi, 
Sesotho, Tshivenda and isiXhosa.

ACE Literacy, Numeracy 
and Lifeskills develop:

a solid start

confidence

knowledge

ACE Grade R 
Learning 
Programme

The ACE Grade R Learning Programme is a 
complete learning programme which 
integrates the three learning programmes 
of the Foundation Phase, namely Literacy, 
Numeracy and Life Skills. 
 The programme consists of a teacher’s 

guide, two full-colour workbooks for 
the year and a set of 9 colourful 
posters.

 The themes are relevant to the life 
world, age and interests of pre-school 
learners.

 The teacher’s guide contains detailed 
day-by-day lesson plans.

 Stories and rhymes are included in the 
teacher’s guide.

 The ACE Grade R Learning Programme 
is suitable for home language speakers 
and first additional language speakers.

 The programme is available in English 
and Afrikaans.

 Grade R Learning Programme is a 

FARM085.pdf   2009/04/15   01:43:03 PM

How can 
we get 
through to 
learners 
who are 
sick and 
tired of 
being told 
the same 
old thing?

HIV/Aids

Joan Dommisse 
conducts a 
workshop 
with learners. 
Photographs: 
Oupa Nkosi



11 

 May 2009 theTeacherTravel

The teacher.FH11   Fri Apr 17 10:46:58 2009      Page 1

Composite

C M Y CM MY CY CMY K

������������ ������������ ������������������� ������������ �������������� ������������

������������������� ������������ ���������� ������������ ���������� ������������

���������� ������������ ������� ������������ ������������� ������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������

������������ ��������������������

������������� ���� ����������������������������

�������������
���������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������

�

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������������������

�����������������������
�����������������
��������������

�
��
��
�
�
�
�

�����������

������������ ������������ ������������������� ������������ �������������������� ������������

������������������� ������������ ���������� ������������ ���������� ������������

���������� ������������ ������� ������������ ������������� ������������

Best short breaks

W
in ter ’ s  ch i l l  i s 
beginning to bite, 
but that’s no rea-
son to sit at home 
and sulk .  Take 

advantage of low-season prices and 
treat yourself to a weekend away. 
There are all kinds of accommoda-
tion available — self-catering cha-
lets, guest houses, hotel rooms and 
cottages — at reasonable prices.

For a bit of romance, why not head 
for the mountains of Montagu in the 
Western Cape? Book a cottage with a 
four-poster bed and spa bath at Little 
Sanctuary bed and breakfast. It’s just 
50m from Montagu hot springs and 
has its own therapeutic mineral pool. 
Take some sweet — and warming — 
local muskadel up to the Eagles Rest 
viewpoint and watch the sun go down 
over the orchards and vineyards. 

Special occasion coming up? 
Take a trip deep into the Cederberg 
Mountains to the five-star Bush-
man’s Kloof Wilderness Reserve and 
Retreat. It has great packages for 
locals, including sumptuous chalets 
and gourmet food, nature drives and 
guided walks to bushman paintings.

Closer to Cape Town — on the 
West Coast road near Langebaan — 
is Sonqua Manor in Elandsfontein 
Nature Reserve. It is relatively new 
and is one of the best-kept secrets 
in the area. Graded five-star, this 
luxury thatched safari lodge offers 
incredible value for an all-inclusive 
stay. You could get to see buffalo. 
Eland and other antelope are plenti-
ful. Go on a game drive or go quad 
biking in the sand dunes where you 
will see fossilised bones and human 
artefacts littering the ground, some 
of them up to one million years old.

The Crags area of the Garden Route 
near Plettenberg Bay is guaranteed to 
keep young and old entertained. That 
Place — a three-bedroom, self-cater-
ing house — offers a “stay three nights, 
pay for two” package, as does the four-
star Hog Hollow Country Lodge. Both 
are right around the corner from The 
Elephant Sanctuary, Monkeyland and 
Birds of Eden, each of which is worth 
a visit. If you have the time, you should 
plan to spend half a day at each.

Love big game? Then try out the 
good value, family-run Tshukudu 
Game Lodge near Hoedspruit. There 
are usually orphan animals, such as 
lion cubs, roaming around the lodge 
and friendly elephants frisking you 
on morning walks. It’s one of the 
few lodges that allow children to get 
close to the animals, although there 
is an age and height restriction.

In KwaZulu-Natal the Hluhluwe 
Imfolozi game park is very accessi-
ble. But for a beach and marine expe-
rience, head up the coast to Rocktail 
Beach Camp on the tropical Maputa-
land Coast. This is specially designed 
for the South African market. Catch 
a tan on secluded beaches or keep 
busy scuba diving. You might even 
be lucky enough to see turtles laying 

their eggs on the beach.
If you want to get out of the city, 

but do not want to travel too far, try 
Soul Kaya. It might feel as if you’re 
a million miles from Johannesburg, 
but it is only a few kilometres from 
Lanseria airport on the Lethabo 
Estate. It is a day spa where you can 
relax and enjoy some serious pam-
pering. Lounge in the comfy chairs 
around the pool having salt rubs, 

massages and pedicures, while sip-
ping bubbly with girlfriends. You can 
even learn how to firedance. There 
are horses in the surrounding moun-
tains and romantic overnight places 
if you want to make a weekend of it.

There are more than 100 000 guest 
rooms in accommodation establish-
ments in South Africa, so a quick 
search will help find something that 
suits just you. Take a  look at accom-
modation websites like: www.safari-
now.co.za, www.aatravel.co.za, www.
sa-venues.com , www.ghasa.co.za and 
www.capestay.co.za. Many of these 
websites include comments from past 
visitors to help you choose the best.  

Now is the time to 
organise weekends 
away and take 
advantage of off-
season specials. 
Carrie Hampton 
has some 
suggestions

Weekend break quick links
The rates quoted on these 
websites are usually negotiable 
as many establishments cater 
for overseas visitors in the high 
season, but they are usually willing 
to give South African residents a 
better rate when things aren’t so 
busy during the off-season. 
Little Sanctuary: www.little-
sanctuary.co.za 
Bushman’s Kloof: www.
bushmanskloof.co.za
Sonqua Manor in Elandsfontein 

Nature Reserve: www.
elandsfontein.co.za/
That Place: www.thatplace.co.za/
Hog Hollow: www.hog-hollow.
com 
Cruise the Crags: www.
cruisethecrags.co.za
Tshukudu Game Lodge: www.
tskukudulodge.com 
Rocktail Beach Camp: www.
wilderness-safaris.com
The Soul Kaya: www.
thesoulkhaya.co.za
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By saving just R10 a day, you can enjoy the full experience of the 2010 World Cup, writes Maya Fisher-French

Personal finance

EDUTEL SETTING THE PACE WHEN IT COMES TO UPSKILLING OF EDUCATORS

O
GOOD

TO

TO
BE TRUE?

TRY
U

! !
S !

ASSESSOR TRAINING (Or programme of your choice) for as little as 

 over 10 months!R800 or R80 per month

that’s not all!!

* TOP PERFORMANCE “Your outcomes-based programme 
on becoming a top learner”

other programmes to choose from:

MODERATOR, NQF 6 (10 Credits) FACILITATE LEARNING (OBE), NQF 5 (10 Credits)

Lead & Manage People, NQF 6 (20 Credits) Manage Teaching and Learning, NQF 6 (20 Credits)

NQF 6 Credits

Manage Organisational Systems &Physical & Financial Resources, NQF 6 (20 Credits)

Understand School Management & Leadership in the SA context, NQF 5 (10 Credits)

Manage Policy, Planning, School Development & Governance, NQF 6 (20 Credits)

Develop a Portfolio to Demonstrate School Management & Leadership Competence, (10 )

SUBSCRIBE NOW and receive with your subscription:

complete and post to: EDUTEL,

PO BOX 6596, WESTGATE, 1734
please send me info on subscribing to Teacher
Skills Programmes as advertised in THE TEACHER

NAME:

ADDRESS:

POSTAL CODE:

TEL (H):

(W):

(CELL):

Tel: (011) 760-4251 

        Fax: (011) 768-1248

         e-mail: edutel@iafrica.com 

         website:  www.edutel.co.zaWe also offer: National Diploma Human Resources Management & Practices, NQF5 and the National Certificate & Diploma: OD ETDP NQF5

I
t is about 400 days to go 
before the kick-off to the 
2010 World Cup. This will be 
an experience to remember 
forever. 

The good news is that you have 
time to start saving towards your 
2010 budget. By budgeting effec-
tively you will be free to enjoy the 
spectacle without creating undue 
financial stress. 

The Teacher has put together a 
budget guide for a family of four. 
It is important to consider all the 
expenses you will incur, not just the 
ticket price. It is usually those extras 
that we don’t budget for that hurt 
our pocket the most.

These are examples of what you 
could spend. You can adjust it to fit 
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Cost of taking your family to 2010 
Budget for two matches
for a family of four 

Four tickets for a group match at R140 per ticket = R560

Four tickets for a quarterfinal match at R525 per ticket = R2 100

Only South Africans are able to apply for Category 4 tickets
which are behind the goals. These are the most inexpensive

seats, making it affordable to take your kids with

Transport: R160

Taxi fare at R20 per person = R80 per match

Refreshments: R400

Four McDonald’s Family Meals with drinks at R50 = R200 per match

Souvenirs: R960

Four 2010 Caps/T-shirt at R200 = R800

Four vuvuzelas at R40 = R160

Grand total: R4 180

Tickets: R2 660

Graphic: JOHN McCANN  Research: MAYA FISHER-FRENCH
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Four 2010 Caps/T-shirt at R200 = R800
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Tickets: R2 660

2010 on a budget
your own budget — you may want 
to go to only one game or you may 
want to go to the finals. Whatever 
you decide, use this guideline to 
work out your total cost.

Budget for two matches for a 
family of four:
● Total ticket cost: R2 660
Only South Africans are able to 
apply for Category 4 tickets, which 
are behind the goals. These are the 
most inexpensive seats, making it 
affordable to take your kids along.
● Four tickets for a group match at 
R140 a ticket = R560
● Four tickets for a quarterfinal 
match at R525 a ticket = R2 100

Other expenses:
Transport: R160
Taxi fare at R20 per person = R80 
a match
Refreshments: R400
Four MacDonald’s family meals  
with drinks at R50 = R200 a 

match
Souvenirs: R960
Four 2010 caps/T-shirt at 
R200 = R800
Four vuvuzelas at R40 = R160
Grand total: R4 180

The savings plan:
You will need to save R300 a month. 
Although this may sound like a lot, 
when you break it down to a daily 
cost it is far more manageable. 

If you start saving today, you will 
need to put R10 every day until the 
start of the World Cup — that is less 
than a packet of cigarettes or a litre 
of coke. That relatively small daily 
sacrifice will save you far more in 
the long term. If you do not save 
upfront and rather choose to put 
the costs on your credit card, after 
interest costs, it will take you a year 
to repay at a rate of R400 a month. 
And the worst part is that you will 
be paying it off for much longer than 
the thrill of the game will last.

What a jol: start saving now and you could be among the 2010 crowd. Photograph: Gallo Images
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the Teacher reporter

U
malusi has called on the min-
ister of education to consider 
changing the date on which 
the 2009 grade 12 results will 
be released to learners.

As the organisation charged with the 
responsibility to oversee the quality of the 
national senior certificate, South Africa’s 
school-leaving examination, Umalusi said 
the credibility of the results could be com-
promised because of the time pressures to 
complete marking and the moderation of 
papers and standardisation of marks.

The organisation said announcing the 
results in December was originally chosen 
as a “Y2K measure” so that the result could 

be released without 
any IT glitches in 

1999-2000. 
Said the newly 

appointed chief 
e xecu t i ve  o f 
Umalusi, Mafu 

R a k o m e t s i : 
“With examina-

tions starting 
l a t e r  t o 

m a x i m -
i s e  t h e 
time for 
t e a c h -

ing and learning, the time frame for mark-
ing, quality assurance and compiling the 
results is dramatically reduced.” 

This could translate into a drop in the qual-
ity unless processes are planned and man-
aged extremely efficiently, Rakometsi said. 

He said the findings of a ministerial 
investigation into the late release of some 

2008 results “confirmed the reduced time 
frames as one of the causes that led to the 
delay in the release of results for the NSC 
examinations”. 

To allow itself enough time to produce 
“reliable” and “accurate” matric results, 
Umalusi proposes releasing the results in 
early January 2010. 

The release of grade 12 results in January instead of December could enhance 
the quality of results

News

results in December was originally chosen 
as a “Y2K measure” so that the result could 
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Mafu Rakometsi (left) wants markers to take more care with papers. Photo: Nigel Sibanda
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HELP YOUR LEARNERS
MAKE THE RIGHT GRADE 10 
SUBJECT CHOICES
Grade 9 learners will soon 
have to make crucial 
decisions about what subjects 
they will do for the last phase 
of their schooling – Grades 
10-12. Many don’t understand 
the importance of this – yet 
it’s really significant because 
the choices they make will 
directly affect what they do
with their lives after school.

HIGHER EDUCATION 
FOR EVERYONE
Large numbers of South 
African youth never reach 
their potential because they 
don’t study anything after 
completing their matric. While 
there are many reasons for 
this, it’s quite common for 
young people to think that 
they can’t consider studying 
because of the costs involved. 
In their minds, higher 
education is something for the 
rich only.

FUNDING
Yet, this notion is entirely 
incorrect. The State makes 
large sums of money available 
to assist impoverished young 

www.nsfas.org.za
Call: 021 763 3232

people with academic potential 
to realise that potential. These 
funds – currently totalling 
about R2-billion per year – are 
administered by the National 
Student Financial Aid Scheme 
(NSFAS). 

LOANS & BURSARIES
Moneys are available in the 
form of loans for 
undergraduate degrees 
at public Universities and 
Universities of Technology. 
Bursaries for certain scarce 
skills are also offered: for 
social work and teaching, as 
well as for accounting, actuarial 
studies and economics. 

For those learners less 
likely to succeed at university, 
the National Certificate 
(Vocational) offered by Further 
Education & Training (FET) 
Colleges could be considered. 
Bursaries are offered for these 
studies by the Department 
of Education so, again, 
financial need should not 
prevent anyone from gaining 
an education and being able 
to enter the job market with 
much-needed skills. 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT 
SUBJECTS
Access to any course of study 
is, though, dependent on 
the Grade 12 subjects that a 
learner has passed. And that’s 
why it’s so important for Grade 
9s to be guided now about the 
choices they make for their 
subjects for the next three 
years. Whether to opt for Maths 
Literacy rather than Pure 
Maths is one critical choice, 
and learners should never 
go for a selection of subjects 
perceived to be the ‘easy’ ones, 
in the belief that this will allow 
them to achieve a Grade 12 
pass with ease. 

You can help your learners make the right choices – choices 
that will give them the basics necessary to choose a course 
of study that could open a world of career options.


